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F.No.11019/02/2010 - Ediu
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS
{Education Division}

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated 20th April, 2015.

To
The Registrars/ Administrators
(As per list of institutes attached)

Subject: Revision of list of Top Class Institutes under the merged scheme of "National
Fellowship and Scholarship for Higher Education of ST Students".

~
Madam/Sir,

I am directed to state that this Ministry has undertaken a review of the list of institutes
that have been included in the erstwhile scheme of "Top Class Education for Scheduled Tribe
(ST) students". Accordingly, a meeting of the Steering Committee was held under the
Chairmanship of Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs on 24.03.2015. The Committee
reviewed the existing list of 213 institutions and the courses for which the scholarship was
applicable and have revised the list ofInstitutions to 158Top Class Institutions of Excellence.

Copies of the following documents are enclosed for your information and necessary
action.

Annexure - 1
Annexure - II

Revised Scheme documents.
Revised list of 158 Institutions and their courses approved for
scholarship.
Existing list of 213 Top Class Institutes.Annexure - III

The above documents are also available on this Ministry's website www.tribal.nic.in. _

As yo~r institute figures in the revised list of 158 Top Class Institut
requested to give wide publicity to the same, upload it on your institute's . es, you a~e
proposals for sanction and release of scholarship for the vear 201516' dwebsite and submit
scheme to the ST students enrolled in your institute for this Min IS' try- ,an o~dwar~sunder the

. s conSl eranon

Encl.: As above.
\ YOUf\faithfully,

J~
(K. CHANDRA SEKAR)

Under Secretary to Government of India
Tel.: 011 - 2338 6980

Email: usedu-tribal@nic.in
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Government of India
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Guidelines for the Central Sector Scholarship ~cheme of National Fellowship and
Scholarship for Higher Education of STStudents.

1. Background:

1.1 At present two Central Sector Scholarship schemes of Rajiv Gandhi National

Fellowship (RGNF) for ST' students and Top Class Education for ST Students are

implemented by this Ministry to provide financial assistance for pursuing higher
education of ST students.

1.2 The Rajiv Gandhi Fellowships are provided to ST students to take up higher
studies after completing Post Graduation, such as M,Phil and Ph.D courses and

awarded on the lines of UGC Fellowships for research students pursuing such courses
on regular and full time basis.

1.3 The Top Class Education for ST Students is intended to encourage meritorious

ST students to pursue courses at Graduate/Post Graduate level in identified Institutions
of excellence, Government and Private, in profeSSional fields such as Management,
Medicine, Engineering, Information Technology, Law, Humanities, Science and Social
sciences

1.4 In order to remove layers resulting in time lag and tofacilitate proper control over
the implementation and monitoring of the two Central sector scholarship schemes for

ST students viz; Rajiv Gandhi 'National Fellowship and Top Class Education, the

Ministry has mergedthese twoschemes into a single Central Sector Scheme called
"National Fellowship and Scholarship for Higher Education of STStudents".

1,5 Fellowship component of the proposed new scheme shall come into foree from
the year 2014-2015, Scholarship component of the proposed new scheme shall come
into force from the year 2015-2016.
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1.6 The scholars/students already in .these schemes will continue to be In the
existinqscheme till they complete their fellowships /studies.

--.....'
2. Objective:

2.1 The objective of the scheme is to encourage the ST students" a section of society

with the lowest literacy levels in the country, to acquire the hig'her'education in the form

of (a) fellowships to pursue M. Phil and Ph. D. Courses, with a view to create a pool

among them qualified to hold posts of teachers /professionals and other higher stages

of employment and (b) pursue Graduate and Post Graduate studies with scholarship in

Top Class Institutions of National repute.

2.2 Benefits of the merger:
(a) Ease of administering both central sector schemes of RGNF and Top Class

Education for ST students.

(b)Simplifies application and award process.
(c) Increase in number of slots under Fellowship and Scholarship.
(d) Removes the State wise ceiling of slots under Fellowship and Institution 'wise

ceiling in number slots under Scholarship.

(e) Expands scope of courses for Scholarships.
(f) Provides seamless transition from Graduation to Post Graduation and

M.PhiIlPh.D.
(g) Facilitates faster online application, processing and disbursement.

(h) Better Management and avoids duplication of efforts.
(i) Provision for funds for Management, Monitoring, and Evaluation.

3, Saiierr1l'itFeatull'es of the scheme:
3.1 While "Fellowship" is intended to cover the scholarship provided under Rajiv

Gandhi National Fellowship (RGNF), the "Scholarship" is intended to cover the Top

Class Education.
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3.2 The Fello h'. ws Ip scheme Covers all Universiti '.
University Grants Com . . es /Institutions recognized by the

rrussion (UGC) under Section ?(f) f
Scholarship covers the c. - 0 the UGC Act andthe

ourses and Institutions notified by the M' . t .. InISry of Tribal Affairs.

3.3 The Fellowship '11bWI e on the pattern of UGC/ICAR .
research students and it '11 t . Fellowships awarded to

WI ca er to the requirements of the S h d .
pursuing research studies leading to regular and full time M Phi~ :h ~ed Tnbe students
equivalent research d . . . . . , " course only and

egree In Universities, Research Institutions and Scientific
Institutions.

-3.4 S .c~olarship will operate for all institutions notified by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

MoTA IS fully authorized to finalize and notify the Institutions and review it

periodically.Scholarship covers courses at Graduate/Post Graduate Level in identified

Institutions of excellence, Government and Private in the fields of Engineering,

Information Technology, Architectural Engineering, MBA, Law, Medicine, Agriculture

Engineering, Textile Engineering, Dairy Engineering, Veterinary & Animal Husbandry,

Master in Statistics, Fashion Designing,Studies/Courses dealing with various

disabilities, Fine Art, Direction, Cinematography, Sound Recording & Soundpesign,

Editing, Acting, Art Direction and. Production Design, Journalism and Mass

communication, Music, Dance, Fine Arts, Art & Craft etc.Above courses' are illustrative

and not exhaustive and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs is authorized to include any other

course considered necessary in the interest of ST students and the society.

3.5 ST students who secure admission in these Institutes are awarded scholarships.

Scholarship, once awarded, will continue till the completion of the course, subject to

satisfactory performance.
\

~. Eligibmty:
The Fellowship/ Scholarship will be available only to the ST candidates who fulfill the

following conditions for the award:
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I. Fellowship:
(i) It would be sufficient for a ST candidate to have passed the po~t-Graduation

examination for being eligible for the Fellowship. However the candidate should

get admission and registration for regular and full time M.Phil/Ph.DCourses in

University / Academic Institutions recognized by UGC under Section 2(f) of the

UGC Act /lCAR by fulfilling conditions of admission of that Universityllnstitution

based on the advertisement of the concerned University/ Institution.

(ii) The ST students once considered eligible for the Fellowship shall not be

entitled for any other scholarship of the Centre or State Government for the same
study.

(iii)The fellow:hip shall be payable once the student has secured admission and
started the research work.

(iV).In order to qualify for Senior Research Fellowship, a candidate will have to
fulfill the UGC/ICAR norms prescribed in this regard.

II. Scholarship:

(i) ST students who have d ..
to th ' secure, admission in the notified Institutions according

h I
e n~rms prescribed by the respective Institutions will be eligible for th '

sc 0 arship under the scheme. ,e

(ii) The total family income of the candidate to be eli ible for r+» '
a" sources should not exceed R\ g ble for this scholarship from
,.. ,s.4.50 lakh per annum.
(!I') The scholarsmn Will hAC .

I ....~ ~ Jome oayahlp. 1m d·
secured admission and h t · -'.', me" !at.ely after a student has
. as s arted attending the classes
(Iv)The Scholarship awarded·II' .
b. "WI continue till the c I

su ject to satisfactory perf omp etion of the Course
ormance of the student. '
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5. Procedurefor selection of Institutes:

5.1 Fellowship:

The scheme covers all Universities/Institutions recognized by the University
Grants Commission (UGC) under Section 2(f) of the UGC Act/leAR.

5.2 Scholarship:

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is authorized to select and notify the list of reputed
premier Institutions.

6. No.of Fellowships/Scholarships:

6,1 Fellowships:

(i) The total number of fresh fellowships each year will be 750 from

financial year 2014-15. In case of non-availability of adequate

number of Scheduled Tribe candidates, the number of fellowships not

availed during a year will be carried forward to the next academic

session. There is no State wise ceiling on number of slots.

(ii) In case number of candidates exceeds number of available awards,

MoT~ will select the candidates. Preference will be given first to

PVTGs, followed by female candidates, then BPL candidates and the

remaining ones on inter-se merit.
(iii) The remaining left out candidates from ST category admitted in

different Fellowships shall be eligible for the Post-Matric Scholarship
\

(PMS) administered by this Ministry as a centrally sponsored scheme,

provided such students are otherwise eligible for {he said scheme.
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6.2 Scholarship:
(iv)Total number of fresh Scholarship each year will be 1000 from

financial year 2015-16. There is no ceiling in Institution wise and

course wise number of slots for the Top Class Institution.

(v) In case number of candidates exceeds number of available awards,

then preference will be given first to PVTGs" followed by female

candidates, then BPL candidates and th~ ~emaining ones on inter-se

merit.
(vi) Remaining left out candidates from ST category admitted in the

institute in different courses shall be eligible for the Post-Matric

Scholarship (PMS) administered by this Ministry as a Centrally

sponsored scheme, provided such students are otherwise eligible for

the said scheme.

7. Detailsof steps to be taken for selectionof candidates:

7.1 Advertisementfor inviting applications:

The Scheme of Fellowship/Scholarship will be advertised in the leading newspapers,

Employment News, website of the Ministry and the Scholarship Portal every year in the

beginning of the academic session.ln addition, the websites of all the relevant

Universities/Institutions will be optimally used for dissemination of information regarding

the advertisement for inviting applications award of Fellowships/Scholarships;

Candidates shall, after getting \ registration/admission in the notified

Universities/Institutes and afterassessing their eligibility and suitability as per the criteria

prescribed for Fellowship/Scholarship shall apply online through the Scholarship Portal

within the cutoff date and time given in the advertisement.Applications submitted after
the cutoff date and time shall not be considered.

Seiectioll'il ii:illrocess:
lA.) if:) -~J . ~,'f<~

(i) An end-to-end online portaII1Hp:HesoR0,larshij;};1Tibal.nicAHfor appflcatlon,

processing, approval, disbursement and monitoring has been developed by this
6



Ministry. Candidates after taking admission for various courses under

Fellowships/Scholarships in the notified Universities/Institutes will submit the

application online.

(ii) The particulars provided in the application form wil1 be verified and certified by

the respective University / Institute.

(iii) Following credentials will be confirmed by the University/Institute in respect of

the candidates:

(a) Scheduled Tribe, Certificate issued by the competent authority.

(b) PVTG, BPL certificate issued by the competent authority.

(c) Certificate to the effect that the total family income from all sources

shall not exceed Rs 4.5 lakh per annum in the case of Scholarships.

(d) Amount of full Annual tuition fee and other nonrefundable dues

payable by the candidate to the Institute in the case of Scholarships.

(iv)AII applications submitted within the stipulated date and time shall be

processed. In case the number of candidates exceeds the number of available

awards, the Ministry will accord preference to PVTG followed by female

candidates, then BPL candidates and the remaining ones on inter-se merit basis.

The inter-se merit will be based on the percentage of marks obtained in the last

qualifying examination prescribed for the admission to the course under

Fellowships/Scholarship.
~.

(v) Merit list of the eligible candidates for the award of Fellowship/Scholarship

based on the data available online will be auto generated and.displayed on the
portal,

(vi) Candidates who are included in the merit list but not selected for the award of

Fellowship/Scholarship, shall be eligible for the Post-Matric Scholarship (PMS)

administered by this Ministry as' a centrally sponsored scheme, provided such

students are otherwise eligible for the said scheme.
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a.Duration

Fellowship
The maximum duration for which the Fellowships are available is given below:

(a) M.Phii 2 years --Junior Research Fellowship (JRF)

(b) Ph.D 2 years (JRF) and 3 years Senior Research

Fellowship (SRF)

(c) M.Phil+Ph.D 2 years (JRF) and 3 years (SRF)

Scholarship:
The duration of the course vary as per the course selected by the candidates.

The scholarship, once awarded, will continue till the completion of the course,

subject to satisfactory performance.

9 Ratesof Fellowships/Scholarships:

9.1 Fellowships:

(i) The rate of Fellowship for JRF and SRF will be at par with the UGC/iCAR

Fellowships as the case may be as amended from time to time..ln addition, HRA will be

paid as per UGC norm and for physically/visually handicapped candidates,

escorts/reader assistants will be given at the prescribed rate.

9.2 Scholarship:

Under the scheme, the ST students will be awarded a scholarship to meet the
requirements for:

fuB tuition fee and other non-refundable dues in respect ,..,f
Vi

Government/Government-funded institutions. However, there will be a ceiling

of Rs.2.00 lakhs per annum per student for private sector institutions.

(li) living expenses will be provided as per actuals subject to maximum ceiling of

Rs. 2200/-per month per student;
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