
3lJOj~\iild ~
AMARJEET SINHA

~~II
~~~
w>fruTfq-q)m~

~~ ~. ~ ~-110001
SECRETARY

Government o~India
Ministry of Rural Djl,Velopment

Department of Rural : evelopment
Krishi Bhawan, New I elhi-110001
Tel.: 91·11·2338223 'I!.. 23384467

Fax: 011-233~~408
E-mail: secyrd ..nie.in

I
DO# Secy(RD)/Misc/2016 SeptemberL' 2016
Subject: Unnat Bharat Abhiyan - Partnership of Technical Institutions of Ex ,ellence

with Rural Development programmes

...) :;n~at:~~U9~~;~;~r!~e~~:~~tt~~~~Tt~:i~~:~~o~~~~~ih~!;fo~~ryR~a:!t"~~~~:~~f
GuaranteeScheme(MGNREGS)nearly Rs. 40,000 crores are spent every year on P11i0viding
wageemploymentand (rea.ting durable assetsfor livelihood security. Under the De],n Dayal
AntayodayaYojana - National Rural LivelihoodMission(DAY·NRLM),3 crore womeninlover 27
lakh Self HelpGroups(SHGs)are part of the Missionwith extremely useful social ca ital for
communityaction.

2, Partnership with outstanding technical institutions can facilitate far bette results
from the investments being made by the Department of Rural Development. Th~ Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan launched by Ministry of Human Resource Development offers such an
opportunity. I would like to make 4 very specific requests to technical instituttpns for
engagingunder Unnat Bharat Abhiyan with the programmesof the Department ]'f Rural
Developmentin selected village clusters. These4 sectorsare: - I

(i) Water Conservation through Watershed Approach - The Department If Rural
Developmentspendsnearly Rs.25,000crores every year in water conSllrvation
works under MGNREGS.Farm ponds, dug wells, community irrigatio I works
etc. are currently being taken up. While financial resourcesare available in
plenty for programmefunds, these interventions require high quality t: chnical
professionalswho can facilitate useof groundwater and aquifer data, remote
sensing based rain water runoff data, and Ridge to Valley plann~ng of
watersheds in a scientific mannerunder MGNREGS.While the DePffrtment
has been making efforts to strengthen technical professionals fo~1water
conservation through cluster facilitation teams in selected Blocks, pupport
under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan in water conservation through w f,ershed
approachwith technical professionalsand useof technological data ill go a
longway in improving the outcomesfrom theseinvestments.

(ii) Use of new technology and local materials and designs in Rural lOUSing
programme, the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana • Gramin (PMAY·G) - As you
are aware 1 crore housesare being constructed in rural areas under radhan
Mantri AwasYojana - Gramin in 3 years. The programmeprovides fa region
specific housingdesigns,useof local construction materials, adoption If green
technologies and training of rural masons. While many of the t chnical
institutions are involved at the State level in the housingprogrammeI this is
clearly an area where partnership under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan ca I really
improve outcomes in housing sector.
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(iii) Solid and Liquid Waste Management - While the subject belongs to the
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, experiments on large scale in solid
and liquid waste management has been done through SHGsand with th~ use of
MGNREGSfunds. 9000 Gram Panchayats in Tamil Naqu have manageq a very
successful Solid Waste Management Programme through a house to house
garbage collection, compost pits in the village itself and syst~ms of
transporting non biodegradable waste for recycling. This has be~tdone
through SHGs. Likewise in Telangana, over 4 lakh magic soak pits arelfoming
up under MGNREGS. These household specific soak pits are a very sudcessful
liquid waste management initiative. There can be many other techn'i logical
solutions using the social capital of SHGs for solid and liquid waste
management.

(iv) Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY)- As you are aware Hon'ble Prime [ inister
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"_.~improvement-in th-e quality of life with provision 'of basicinfrastruct I re-and ,"
services. Many Hon'ble Members of Parliament have done oLitstandi~g work
under the SAGY. Since, the SAGY works in well defined Gram Panchayat area,
it is an opportunity for the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan for geographicaL sadLration
and targeting to demonstrate the success of inclusive development lh rural
areas.

3. I would be grateful if Higher Education Institutions are encouraged to ~ork in
partnership with Rural Development programmes in identified Gram Panchayats and village
clusters.

Yours si ~ereIY'
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[Amarjee I Sinha]
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1. Directors of aU llTs (By name)
2. Directors of allllMs (By name)

y'Directors of all NITs(By name)
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Shri Vinay Sheel Oberoi
Secretary
Department of Higher Education
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Room # 127-(, Shastri Bhawan
New Delhi - 110001
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